EPA Drops Rules Easing Controls on Power Plants
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Six weeks before leaving office, the Bush administration is giving up on an effort to ease
restrictions on pollution from coal-burning power plants, a key plank of its original energy
agenda and one that put the president at odds with environmentalists his entire eight years in
the White House.

President George W. Bush had hoped to make both changes to air pollution regulations final
before leaving office on Jan. 20. In the midst of a coal-fired power plant construction boom, the
rules would have made it easier for energy companies to expand existing facilities and to erect
new power plants in areas of the country that meet air quality standards.
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